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Apparent  corsounption  of  canned  tonatoes  froui  August  1,  1932  to  April""!," 
1933,  '■f}3.s  about  '^iie  same  as  for  the  correspondin,;  period  last  year.  Prices  of 
Canned  tomatoes,  however,  avera^iei 'IS  percent  lower-  this  year.    Should  the 
present  ra.te  of  movement  in-'Eo  .Consuming  chann-els;  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
1932-33  season  the  apparent  consumption  might  be. between  11,000,000  and 
11,500,OOQ  coses  of  iJo.  3-'s.     The  carry-over  might  be  slightly  above  1,000,0CC 
cases.     Conseq-aently  a  pack  of  from  10,000,000  to  10,500,000  cases  added 
to  the  Carry-over  would  provide  in  1333-34  the  eq.uivalent  of  this  year's 
cons-jiTiption.    An  acreage  of  about  26  5,000  acres ,  .v-'ith  avera,ge  growing  and 
padding  conditions,  would  provide  a  pack  of  10, 500 ,-000  cases  and  275,000^- 
to  280,000  acres  might  be  expected ^ to  'produce  11,500,000  to  12 ,000 ,000  yases. 
In  1932  about  278,000  acres  v/ere  planted  .and  the  ..abandonment  was  negli-gible. 
Aoaiidonment  is  usually  not  large  except  v/hen  grooving  conditions  ^fe  adverse, 
A  opareno  consur.r.rti  jn  of  A.aerican  cahned  tomatoes  has  been  mup^iii^ore  stable 
than  that  of  other  canned  vegetables.     During  the  10-year  peri'od  ended  1929, 
the  apparent  cons^umption  was  fairly  constant  and  averaged  between  12  ,  500,000 
and  13,000,000  cases.     I>aring  the  sajne  period  the  consumption  of  other 
canned  ve.^:etables  was  increasing  at  the  rate  of  from  250,000  to  500,000  cases 
per  year.     Since  1929  consumption  of  canned  corn,  peas,  et  cetera,  has 
declined  rapidly.     The  decline  in  the  apparent  consujnption  of  canned  tomatoes, 
however,  during  the  last  few  years  nas  been  relatively  small. 

This  relative  stability  of  consumption  of  caJined  tomatoes  can  be  ac- 
counted for  in  large  part  by  th.e  rapidity  with  whicii  canned  tom.ato  prices  have 
been  adjusted  to  changes  in  consumer  purchasing  power.     One  other  reason  has 
been  the  extension  to  canned  toinatoes  of  the  increasing  popularity  of  certain 
tomato  products  such  as  Juice.     The  relative  stability  of  consumption  of 
caiined  tomatoes  has  been  maintained  in  the  face  of  severe  competition  from 
incrocising  supplies  of  fresh  toiriatoes  and  other  fresh  vegetables  and  from, 
imported  canned  tomatoes,     The  fact  that  canned  toma^to  consuinption  has  held 
up  better  than  that  of  other  canned  vegetables  during  the  depression  period  r^' 
should  not  be  interpreted  to  mean  that  the  pack  of  caiined  tomatoes  can  be  ' 
increased  materially  without  a  decided  price  decline  resulting. 

Prices  at  which  A^-erican  toma.to  canners  can  sell  their  product  depends 
very  largely  upon:     (l)  the  size  of  pack  of  American  tomatoes,   (2)  consum.cr 
purcnasing  power,   (3)  competition  from  other  canned  vegetables  and  (4)  the 
amount  of  canned  tomatoes  imported.     The  1932  pack  of  tomatoes  was  equivalent 
to  between  12,000,000  and  12,250,000  cases  of  No.  3's.     Tliis  pack  when  added  ' 
to  tne  carry-over  from  the  1931-32  season  ir.ade  a  supply  of  around  13,000,000 
cases.    This  supply  was  considerably  larger  than  last  year's  apparent  con- 
sumption and  probaoly  from  1,000,000  to  1,500,000  cases  loxger  than  the  apparent 
consumption  this  /ear. 

Tlie  effect  on  prices  of  this  relatively  large  su^oply  v/as  in  evidence 
as  soon  as  the  1932  pack  started  moving  to  market.  Prices  declined  to  un- 
usually low  levels  in  the  fall  of  1932.     Tliese  low  prices,  however,  ena.bled 
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large  stocks  of  toraatoes  to  move  into  consumin-;  channels  and  probably  pre- 
ventod  an  iinusually  lar^e  stock  of  tomatoes  being  ccrrUed  over  into  the 
1933-34  season.    During  the  latter  part  of  Marcn  and  erirly  April,  prices  of 
Canned  ton:ia.toes  have  advaiiced.     This  advance  in  prices  ca?i  be  attributed 
to  the  general  improvement  in  commodity  prices,  especially  those  with  which 
Canned  tomatoes  compete.     The  possibility  of  further  advances  in  prices 
during  t'ne  remainder  of  the  serson  will  depend  quite  largely  upon  conpumer 
purchasing  power  and  competition  from. other  canned  vegetables.  Present 
stocks  of,  canned  tomatoes  are  reported  to  be  about  average.     Relieved  from 
pressure  of  heav;/  stocks,   tdnato  prices  mr;;.'  be  expected  to  follow  advances 
in  prices  of  other  ccnned  veg._-tables.,   should  such  advance  occur. 

Im.ports  of  crnned  tomatoes  for  the  period  A-Ofc-ast  1932  to  February  1933 
^were  equivalent  to  1,439,000  cases  compared  with  1,907,000  cases  for  the 
coi-respondihg  period  lo.st  year.     The  decline  of  about  500,000  cases  occurred 
during  the  last  3  months  of  the  period,  consequently  it  appears  as  though 
stocks  of  imported  tomatoes  are  smaller  thrn  at  this  time  last  y^>nr, 

Carry-o"V\ .  :-s  of  canned  tomatoes  in  past  years  have  been  relatively  small 
cdmipared  with  carr2,'-overs  of  canned  corn  rnd  cr'nned  peas. 

ITnusually  heavy  stocks  of  canned  tomatoes  at  the  beginning  of  the  sea- 
son exert  a  relatively  greater  effect  on  prices  thnn  is  the  case  vf.ith  corn 
or  peas.     Should  the  carry-over  of  cramed  tomatoes  ':'t  the  end  of  the  current 
season  be  above  1,000,000  cases,  a  recurrence  of  relatively  low  prices  may 
be  expected  this  fall,  in  the  event  that  the  pack  exceeds  10,500,000  cases, 
unless  conditions  improve  materirJly. 


